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Basis off Humility» 


No people have more occasion to be afraid of the approaches 
of pride than those who have made some advances in a pious 
life; for pride can grow as well upon our virtues as our vices, and 
steals upon us on all occasions. § Every good thought that we 
have, every good action that we do, lays us open to pride and 
exposes us to the assaults of vanity and self-satisfaction. § It is 
not only the beauty of our persons, the gifts of fortune, our 
natural talents, and the distinctions of life; but even our devo- 
tions and alms, our fastings and humiliations, expose us to fresh 
and strong temptations of this evil spirit. § And it is for this 
reason that | so earnestly advise every devout person to begin 
every day in this exercise of humility, that he may go on in safety 
under the protection of this good guide, and not fall a sacrifice 
to his own progress in those virtues which are to save mankind 
from destruction. § Humility does not consist in having a worse 
opinion of ourselves than we deserve, or in abasing ourselves 
lower than we really are; but as all virtue is founded in truth, so 
humility is founded in a true and just sense of our weakness, 
misery, and sin. He that rightly feels and lives in this sense of 
his condition, lives in humility. 


—WILLIAM LAW (1686-1761) in A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life. 











Letters to the Editors 





Overseas Gifts Have Not Kept Pace 





Indictment of Churches? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Last night I was privileged to hear 
my friend, Dr. Irving L. Mansell, Man- 
aging Editor of the Youngstown Vindica- 
tor, discuss with a student group the 
topic, “Christianity and Communism.” 

During the course of his remarks he 
made this excellent point: that if we 
“card-carrying” Christians were as com- 
mitted as the card-carrying Communists, 
we would win the world for Jesus Christ 
tomorrow. Then he cited these significant 
figures from the 1960 edition of Giving 
USA.* 

From 1950 through 1959 total expendi- 
tures by religious organizations in the 
United States more than doubled, from 
$1.9 billion to $3.9 billion. Current oper- 
ating expenditures increased from $1.2 
billion to $2.3 billion. Church construc- 
tion jumped from $409 million to $925 
million; church supported welfare, from 
$200 million to $468 million; church hos- 
pitals and medical services, from $60 mil- 
lion to $118 million. But the figure for 
foreign relief and foreign missions rose 
from $118 million to only $185 million dur- 
ing the same ten-year period. 

In other words, while expenditures in 
every other area approximately doubled, 
contributions for overseas extension of 
the ministry of compassion and reconcilia- 
tion increased by only one-half. This con- 
stitutes a severe indictment of our church- 
es in a day when more than ever before 
in history the global implications of the 
Great Commission are manifest. 

It also serves as an important footnote 
to my “Parable of Two Churches” (OvurtT- 
LOOK, Jan. 25), as it points up the sinful- 
ness of the costly duplication, overlapping, 
and competition which sap the vitality of 
the Church Visible in hundreds of com- 
munities across our nation and divert 
urgently needed funds from the church’s 
world-wide mission. 

JoseEPH M. HOPKINS. 
New Wilmington, Pa. 





*Giving USA: A Compilation of Facts 
Related to American Philanthropy. Issued 
January 1960 by the American Association 
of Fund-Raising Counsel, Inc., 500 Fifth 
Ave., New York 36, N.Y. 


Whose Orders? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I should like to speak of failures in the 
ministry from a woman’s point of view. 
Regardless of how few or how. many 
members a church has the minister who 
takes his orders from a few politicians 
in his church is a complete failure to his 
Lord and to all his members. 

There are I suppose members of the Ses- 
sion in every church who overstep their 
authority and try to run everything and 
everybody, regardless of the Book of 
Church Order. When ordained they agree 
to abide by the Government of the Pres- 
byterian Church and they never try to 
learn anything about the Government 
thereafter. At least they do not abide by 
it. The minister or member who obeys 
this kind of authority is a coward and not 
true to his Lord. 

As a member I feel that I have every 
right to refuse to take orders from such 


an elder and the minister should feel the 
same way about it. It has been said that 
it takes a real man to stand adversity, 
prosperity and authority. Some elders just 
cannot stand authority it seems without 
overstepping their bounds. I know such 
men and I have an idea most of us know 
their kind. In fact I have told a few in 
plain English exactly what I thought and 
I assure you that I have never yet been 
“Sessioned.” It seems to me the minister 
should have as much courage or else go 
into some other kind of business. 
WoMAN MEMBER. 


Supplementary Check Urged 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The generosity of Southern Presbyte- 
rians in community giving is a matter of 
record, and so is their giving to our As- 
sembly causes—with one regrettable ex- 
ception, Interchurch Agencies. In 1958 
our denomination gave $18,866 to these 
vitally important causes. In 1959 this 
inadequate donation was reduced to a 
miserly $15,126, and this from a wealthy 
church with 3,948 congregations! Every 
Presbyterian worthy to bear the illus- 
trious name must be chagrined at this 
pittance so unworthy of us. (OUTLOOK, 
Feb. 8) 

Can it be the determination of the 
Southern Presbyterians to remain a pro- 
vincial church, in one sharply circum- 
scribed region of our country has so 
dimmed our vision that we see as im- 
portant only those things familiar and 
close at hand? Having paid this sorry 
lack of respect to the World Council of 
Churches and the Ecumenical movement, 
which seeks to mend the divisions in the 
church, the body of Christ, do we consider 
our duty fulfilled by our own individual 
foreign mission program, a modest seg- 
ment of the whole challenging effort to 
win peoples to the Christian way and to 
consolidate the Christian gains? 

“Where there is no vision the people 
perish.” I, for one, am appalled at the 
lack of vision demonstrated by our denom- 
ination’s present indifference to the most 
significant spiritual movement of this 
century. 

The Southern Presbyterian Church is 
my church, for I am a life-long member. 
My husband served it well for 35 years 
as a minister. When my whole denom- 
ination gives to the Interchurch Agencies 
about enough to pay the salary of one 
minister, and, moreover, is reported to be 
aimost the only church in all of North 
America whose accepted quota [for the 
World Council of Churches] is never met, 
I am distressed and humiliated. 

I want to see us do our part to prove 
we are not provincial to the point of ig- 
norance of our times, and indifference to 
a movement so profoundly important to 
the future of the Christian cause in a 
hostile and threatening world. 

In the February 8 PRESBYTERIAN OvUT- 
LOOK, the executive-director of the Presby- 
terian Foundation of the U. S. Church, 
Dr. John R. Cunningham says, “In an 
era of fabulous wealth and prosperity, we 
must not allow funds to be squandered 
for selfish and even damaging ends when 
they could be used by the Christian 
Church to change the spirit and life of 
the whole world.” 

I agree with Dr. Cunningham and re- 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


MARCH, 1960 


Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), Fairest Lord 
Jesus, Hymnbook 135. 

March, Evangelism (U.S.). 

Mar. 2, Ash Wednesday. Lent begins. 

Mar. 4, World Day of Prayer. 

Mar. 11-17, Institute on Overseas Church- 
manship, UPUSA, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Mar. 15-17, NCC Division of Christian Life 

and Work, New York. 

Mar. 17, Executive Committee, NCC, Dept. 
of Stewardship and Benevolence, NYC. 
Mar. 18, NCC Committee on Cooperation 

in Latin America, New York. 

Mar. 18-20, National Council, United Pres. 
byterian Men, Chicago. 

Mar. 18-21, Ecumenical Institute, Consul- 
tation on the Basis of Political Decision, 
Bossey, Switzerland, WCC. 

Mar. 20, Camp Fire Girls Sunday, 50th 
anniversary. 

Mar. 27, One Great Hour of Sharing, WCC. 

Mar. 27-Apr. 2, White House Conference 
on Children and Youth, Washington, 
D. C. 

Mar. 30-31, Japan, Korea, Philippines and 
S’east Asia Committees, NCC, New York. 


APRIL, 1960 


Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), When I Sur- 
vey the Wondrous Cross, Hymnbook 198. 

Apr. 1-30, Christian Higher Education 
(U.S.) 

Apr. 3-9, Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox 
Seminary, Bossey, WCC. 

Apr. 6-8, Associated Church Press, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Apr. 10, Palm Sunday. Apr. 10-16, Holy 
Week. 

Mid-April, United Clothing Appeal (UP- 
USA). 

Apr. 17, Easter. (Offering for Relief of 
World Need and Suffering, U.S.) 

Apr. 17-24, Independent Church Paper 
Week (U.S.). 

Apr. 17-June 5, Easter to Pentecost em- 
phasis, NCC. 

Apr. 24, National Christian College Day, 


NCC. Also Seminary-Presbyterian 
School of Christian Education Day 
(U.S.). 


Apr. 24, Call to prayer for the General 
Assembly (U.S.). 

Apr. 27-29, Annual Meeting, U. S. Conf. 
for the WCC, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

Apr. 28-May 3, General Assembly, Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., Riverside church, 
Jacksonville, Fla. 





spectfully suggest to him and to the newly 
elected president of the Foundation, Mr. 
Philip F. Howerton that the Foundation 
(with total assets of more than $2,500,- 
000) send a generous check to the Inter- 
church Agencies to augment the paltry 
$15,126 supplied this past year by South- 
ern Presbyterians. I don’t know where 
they could make a more profitable invest- 
ment in their declared purpose to change 
the spirit and life of the world. 

DoroTHy M. MILES 

(Mrs. Robert Whitfield Miles) 
Lexington, Ky. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 


Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, 


except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 


Milton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987,. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED 
General Council has called upon Con- 
gress to expose “enemies within our gates” 
who wrote U. S. Air Force instruction 
manuals that charged the National Coun- 
cil of Churches with being infiltrated by 
Communists. ... ¢ THE E&R GENERAL 
Councit also has ruled that any minister 
who wishes to retain his standing in the 
Evangelical and Reformed church may 
not accept ordination in another denom- 
ination. Dual ordination, the Council 
said, “could be construed as an implied 
acknowledgement of a deficiency in our 
ministerial order.” . .. @ Pore JOHN 
XXIII has declared that there will be 
no discussions at the forthcoming ecu- 
menical council dealing with differences 
existing between the Roman Catholic 
Church and non-R.C. churches....¢@ A 
SELF-REGULATED code of standards aimed 
at raising the level of religious broad- 
casting has been adopted in principle by 
the Board of Managers of the National 
Council of Churches’ Broadcasting and 
Film Commission. The code declares, 
“Personal profit and self-glorification in 
the name of religion have no place in 
religious broadcasting.”. . . e THE POP- 
ULAR TELEVISION COURSE on the Bible 
given last year in Washington, D. C., by 
American University will be televised 
also in Harrisonburg, Va., along with 
the Washington broadcast. A network of 
eastern cities is being considered as a 
goal for this course... . e THE EXECU- 
TIVE BOARD of the Greater Oklahoma City 
Council of Churches recently voiced sym- 
pathy with an effort of the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People to open public establishments to 
all races. The NAACP is seeking a city 
ordinance banning segregation in busi- 
nesses serving the general public.... 
Stx PROTESTANT groups (including Pres- 
byterian, U.S.) are making plans to es- 
tablish a theological seminary in Eliza- 
bethville in the Belgian Congo. The 
Union Faculty of Theology will open in 
October, 1960, in temporary quarters. .. . 
e REAL ESTATE VALUES are four times 
more likely to rise or be constant where 
non-whites buy houses than are prices in 
areas remaining all white, according to 
a newly-published economic study (Prop- 
erty Values and Race) made by a $305,- 
000 Fund for the Republic grant. Find- 
ings are based on a study conducted by 
a research economist of 10,000 real estate 
transactions in six northeastern cities. 








UPUSA Gifts for 1959 


Figures reported from the United Presbyterian, USA, General Council show con- 
tributions running 5.43% ahead of last year. For the different causes they are as 


follows: 
Received Increase or 
in 1959 Decrease ( ) 
American Bible Society $ 106,591 $ 26,764 
Dept. of Budget & Finance, 
including Central Receiving Agency 155,904 30,099 
Christian Education 3,553,890 249,549 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission & Relations 7,127,197 164,081 
Miscellaneous, General Council Expense* 64,899 (17,877) 
National Council of Churches 110,000 15,000 
National Missions 9,463,940 368,619 
National Council United Presbyterian Men 22,500 - 
Pension Board 1,256,365 233,736 
Presbyterian Life 256,252 (35,561) 
Public Relations 55,402 4,178 
Radio and Television 102,105 23,586 
Stewardship and Promotion 840,260 82,118 
Executive and Field Service Commission 271,918 17,080 
Theological Education 1,056,686 83,554 
World Council of Churches 57,055 3,850 
World Presbyterian Alliance 18,986 2,486 
Ministry to Servicemen 58,234 58,234 
United Presbyterian Foundation 135,000 25,518 
Board of Administration (U.P.C. of N.A.)+ (63,164) 
$24,713,184 $1,271,846 











*Includes equipment cost and moving expense for move to new offices at the Interchurch 


Center. 


+Cost of Administration and Promotion carried on by the former office of the United 


Presbyterian Church of North America. 


Pius SpeciAL Girts: One Great Hour of Sharing and White Gift Offering—$1,847,042. 
An additional $8,500,000 is anticipated from Women’s Organizations, individual gifts 


and invested funds. 





REQUEST FOR RACIAL BAN IS 
TABLED BY DAVIDSON TRUSTEES 


At their recent mid-winter meeting, 
trustees of Davidson College (N. C.), 
faced a request by students that they con- 
tinue to study the possibility of admitting 
qualified Negro students to that campus, 
but the request was tabled. 

Last year the board adopted the ma- 
jority report of a committee studying the 
question and declined to change the tra- 
ditional policy. 

In planning for the trustees meeting 
some Davidson students made extensive 
preparations. A special issue of The 
Davidsonian, the campus newspaper, ap- 
peared, focusing attention upon the trus- 
tees and upon this issue. 


Faculty Favors 

Shortly before the meeting a poll of 
the faculty, as reported, indicated some- 
thing like a 31-19 vote, disapproving of 
the trustees’ racial ban. The Davidsonian 
took a poll of student opinion at a chapel 
service. Out of 647 replies, 297 expressed 
the conviction that the college “should not 


in any way consider the admission of 
Negroes”; 121 favored integration at the 
earliest possible date, while 178 thought 
segregation wise for the present, but ex- 
pressed the opinion that the road should 
be clear for integration in the future. 
Tabulators said this showed 303 students 
favoring, either at the present or in the 
future, a relaxation of the present ban. 

A student group attempted to meet with 
all members of the board of trustees either 
individually or in a group for discussion 
at some time before or during the meet- 
ing. On the evening following the meet- 
ing there was an open meeting of the 
Westminster Fellowship where President 
J. McDowell Richards, of Columbia, 
Seminary and president of Davidson’s 
trustees, spoke and provided for discus- 
sion of “the” issue. 

Asked by students if he considered the 
trustees’ rejection of their request to study 
the race question “an indication of ethical 
and intellectual health,” Dr. Richards 








said, “I do not intend to criticize my fel- 
low-trustees. I think not. This is not a 
sign of health, but of sickness.” 

A student columnist in the special issue 
of the paper said, “Perhaps the present 
policy of Davidson is in its ostrich tra- 
dition the wisest; however, when those 
men of authority at Davidson determine 
the college’s position they should not only 
determine its effects upon white Protes- 
tant Presbyterians now, but also upon 
future whites.” 


From the Davidson poll 


Professors’ Silence 


The Davidsonian’s editor took mem- 
bers of the faculty severely to task who 
declined to comment on the issue, saying, 
“No time is ‘an appropriate’ for discus- 
sion of such a pertinent issue, no matter 
what camp the speaker is in. Anyone 
can be wrong, but if he is, he will cer- 
tainly not discover his error if the ques- 
tion is repeatedly hushed up.” 

The editor, Dick Smith, said: 

“As the teaching arm of the Presby- 


37 Students Have Their 
Say on Integration Policy 


“T just don’t give a d___ what David- 
son does after this year.” Thus read a 
comment written by a senior on the re- 
cent Davidsonian poll on the race ques- 
tion. 

Thirty-seven students out of the 647 
participating in the poll preferred to make 
their own statements rather than check 
one of those on the ballot. Comments were 
generally in favor of integration. 

The freshmen class provided most of 
the comments. One student wrote: “I 
believe that it would be quite foolish for 
Davidson College to jeopardize the stand- 
ing it has attained in over 100 years of 
educating young men by yielding to the 
cry of ‘un-Christian.’ I feel that the 
question is very touchy, but I’m sure that 
the Presbyterian Church has Negro col- 
leges as does my denomination. I am not 
a confirmed segregationist. I think that 
integration will come, but I hope not to 
Davidson College.” 

Another commented, “I want the 
Christian thing to be done, but I don’t 
know what the ‘Christian thing’ is in 
this situation.” 


“We could use a few ‘tall niggers’ on 
the basketball team,” was one student’s 
suggestion. 

Another statement submitted: ‘I be- 
lieve that any boy, regardless of race or 
color, is entitled to receive a college edu- 
cation, and, if his academic record is 
satisfactory, to receive that education at 
Davidson College.” 

One student observed: “Has not Da- 
vidson College already broken down the 
‘race and color’ barriers referred to? For 
example, Sung Kyu Kim, Mario Acuna, 





In Davidson’s recent campus ap- 
peal to the trustees to continue a 
study of their racial ban, The Da- 
vidsonian’s editorial cartoon de- 
picted the Ten Commandments, 
adding as No. 11: “Thou shalt 
love thy white neighbor as thyself.” 











etc. It is, I believe, a matter of adherence 
to strict standards regarding scholarship 
and general character when considering 
a student for admission. These are the 
only bases necessary.” 

Another student made the following 
suggestion: “It appears to me the way 
the recent editor seeks to make a ‘hit’ 
here is to twist the knife a little harder. 
If you seek to have things changed so, 
sir, why don’t you leave?” 

The sophomore class also managed to 
hand in a number of comments. The most 
interesting was: ‘We keep this school 
as a rule free from ‘integration’ of women 
as well as negroes. Why are we accused 
of being prejudiced against negroes who 
are academically qualified when by merit 
of sex, not race, we also keep women out? 
Are we prejudiced against women ?” 

Another student wrote: “I don’t know 
whether or not color and race lines should 
be removed. I only wish the trustees 
would do what they feel is morally and 
ethically right, regardless of what is for 
‘the good of Davidson.’ ” 


Junior and senior comments were 
scarce. Many of these were very short 
comments. “Never” “Keep ’em out.” 


Other comments were, “I believe that 
Davidson College should take the leader- 
ship in white supremacy in the New 
South.” 

“T didn’t come to the South to go to 
school with Negroes. I could have done 
that at home.” 

One student said, “I would not be in- 
terested in sending my sons to Davidson 
College if Negroes were ever admitted.” 

Another student submitted the follow- 
ing: “Society would prevent any sort of 
integration at a social or scholastic insti- 
tution that has a background of many 
years backed with Presbyterian tradition. 
The trustees, alumni, and students would 
tear this college into unreparable pieces 
and Davidson College as we know it now 
would cease to exist except in memory. 
Such is society.” 





—From The Davidsonian. 


terian church, Davidson seems blissfully 
unaware that the church has taken ag 
diametrically opposite stand. ... If we try 
to discuss (the issue) with leaders of the 
college, we are shushed. If we try to dis- 
cuss it with certain students, we are met 
with vehement oaths and emotion. If we 
try to communicate directly with the trus- 
tees, every word must go through the ad- 
ministration.” 


A plea was reiterated for a continuing 
study by a committee of trustees, students 
and faculty. 


For Florida College 


Among comments made by some pro- 
fessors was one by P. N. Trakas, who is to 
become professor of Spanish next year 
at the new Florida Presbyterian College. 
He said, “I am in favor of having the 
race rule removed. I do not see how a 
Christian College can justify such a rule. 

“We have the opportunity to lead in a 
wonderful thing. I am convinced that 
integration will come about and I don’t 
think that we ought to postpone it indef- 
initely. 

“I would like to stress that this is my 
personal opinion. I do not see why any- 
body shouldn’t express a personal opinion 
for one can certainly take a stand and still 
realize that the trustees have the final 
sayso in the matter. 

“This does not rule out the individual’s 
freedom in expressing himself. If men 
didn’t have this right then there would 
not be any progress. The status quo would 
never change unless someone was dis- 
satisfied with it and spoke out against it.” 

Dr. Trakas said he does not believe the 
new Florida college will have any re- 
striction excluding students because of 
race, creed or color. 

John R. Satterfield of the music de- 
partment will also transfer to the new 
college. He said, “An educational insti- 
tution loses its definition to the extent 
that it accepts students on any other 
grounds than their qualifications for 
learning. There is no consistency in a 
church’s hiring missionaries to save col- 
ored souls for eternal segregation.” 


Authorized reports from the trustees’ 
meeting simply said they did not give 
further consideration to the issue. 

They reported that on the ten-year 
$11,000,000 development program, $4,- 
000,000 has been raised. 

Salary increases for faculty members 
were announced to become effective next 
summer, along with a tuition raise from 
$600 to $700 for Davidson students. 

During the day the trustees were taken 
on a tour of the new Dana Science Build- 
ing, a new dormitory under construction, 
and they viewed progress on the demoli- 
tion of ancient Shearer Hall and plans 
for the John R. Cunningham Music and 
Fine Arts Building. 

* * x 
THE WORK of praying is the most im- 
portant of all because it is the prereq- 
uisite to all the rest of the work that 
we have to do in the Kingdom of God. 
—O. Haressy of Norway. 
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On the Reunited Korean Assembly 


N SATURDAY, February 20, the 

writer sent the following cable to 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of World 
Missions from Seoul: 
“PRAYERS ANSWERED, GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLY GREAT SUCCESS. CONCLUDING 
VERSES READ BY MODERATOR PSALM 
116: 12-19. ALREADY 230 STUDENTS 
RETURNED TO SEMINARY, MORE COM- 
ING. HONAM AREA PROBLEMS GREAT- 
EST BUT MISSIONARIES UNITED. GOD 
HAS GIVEN A GREAT VICTORY.” 

It is impossible to give in a short space 
the scope of the victory which has been 
achieved within the Korean Presbyterian 
Church. Thousands of people have been 
praying that the schism might be healed 
while there have been others who have 
worked and given money to widen the 
breach. 

The writer was invited back to Korea 
by representatives of the Korean church 
and the three Presbyterian Missions 
(UP-USA, U.S. and Australian), the as- 
signment being to bring inspirational 
messages to the pre-Assembly meetings 
for spiritual emphasis from Feb. 15 to 
17 inclusive. These messages were given 
Monday night, Tuesday morning and 
evening and Wednesday morning and at 
the opening meeting of the General As- 
sembly on Wednesday afternoon. 

On our arrival in Seoul on Saturday 
the 13 we were told of almost unbeliev- 
able efforts being made to thwart the 
meeting of the split Assembly. Men of 
goodwill had been working hard and 
praying much but there was still a spirit 
of tenseness and uncertainty. 

For the writer the pre-Assembly talks 
were a blessing and it was our unceasing 
prayer that God would speak through his 
Holy Spirit to bring about a genuine 
spiritual revival. The response of Ko- 
reans and missionaries was a comfort 
and an encouragement. 


Same Commissioners 


When the General Assembly convened 
on Wednesday afternoon it was evident 
that God was at work. The commission- 
ers were the same as those who attended 
the Taejon Assembly last September 
when the meeting broke up after three 
days of wrangling and without ever hav- 
ing been constituted. Out of that break 
two rival Assemblies were set up. The 
Assembly which split was the 44th. 

Therefore, when officers were elected 
without any dissension (men from the 
two contending factions and from some 
of the “neutrals”) it was evident that a 
miracle had taken place. 

Then, after some spirited discussion, 
all in good grace, it was decided to call 





DR. BELL sent this report from Tokyo, fol- 
lowing his visit to Korea which he here re- 
counts. 
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this the “44th (Reunited) General As- 
sembly” and this was an equally great 
victory. 

The group faced many difficult prob- 
lems and a committee of presbytery mod- 
erators (some 27 men, plus one mission- 
ary from each mission) was appointed 
to bring in recommendations regarding 
the most controversial. 

It should be noted that there was a 
total of 288 commissioners eligible. In- 
cluding 52 alternates (probably half of 
which were sent by their presbyteries), 
and 12 “observers” from non-committed 
presbyteries, 263 were in attendance. 
This was an outstanding victory. 

As the Assembly proceeded there were 
some warm debates and differences of 
opinion but in every case the concluding 
vote was practically unanimous. 


Report Is Accepted 

The special ‘“Moderator’s Committee” 
reported on the serious problems referred 
to it—acceptance of the “Plan” of the 
call, devised by the pre-Assembly plan- 
ning committee with representatives from 
all factions; ratifying the previous Board 
of the seminary; deploring the lawsuit 
already instigated by the schismatics and 
instructing the Board how to act. 

The General Assembly, prior to its 
adjournment, took a strong action against 
any member becoming associated with 
or receiving funds from the International 
Council of Christian Churches (Dr. Carl 
McIntire’s organization). This consisted 
of a warning and promised action against 
those who might violate this warning. It 
was interesting to note that this action 
came from a deep-seated resentment 
against the activities of the ICCC and 
some of its accusations. 

For the sake of peace and harmony 
the Assembly, with one dissenting vote, 
voted to withdraw from the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. At the same time it 
denied charges made against that organ- 
ization—that it is a pro-communist or- 
ganization; that it was organized to 
promote liberal theology; that it was 
organized to promote one church. Prob- 
ably all agreed that within that organiza- 
tion there are men weak in all of these 
lines. But the WCC was certainly not 
organized for these purposes and in its 
charter it states specifically that it is a 
“fellowship” of those who accept Jesus 
Christ as “God and Savior.” 


Problems Will Remain 


The problems of the Korean Presby- 
terian Church are not all solved—far 
from it, but a great start has been made 
towards full solution. At present there 
are good men who are still concerned and 
confused. This is particularly true in the 


area where our own Southern Presbyte- 
rian Mission works. In that area there 
has been a concentrated campaign of 
propaganda carried on by some ICCC 
leaders. But the fact that all of our own 
missionaries are working together as a 
unit, and that they attended this reuniting 
General Assembly, is bound to have great 
influence for good. 

Those well-meaning people in America 
who have given over $100,000 to Dr. Carl 
McIntire have had this money solicited 
on an appeal which has been false. We 
have seen appeals and releases which 
have spoken of seminaries, orphanages, 
widows’ homes, etc., etc., having been cut 
off by the UP-USA Mission, our own 
Mission, and by Church World Service. 
These statements probably originated 
with unscrupulous men in Korea. They 
were false and Dr. McIntire should have 
checked his facts. 


Buying a Split 

In any case the money is now being 
used to “buy a split.” As long as it lasts 
it will do harm because it is not being 
used for a “great defense of the faith” 
by martyrs to the cause of conservative 
theology. If any of the donors of this 
money question this statement let them 
write to any Presbyterian missionary in 
Korea. They will set them straight. 

Finally, God has given a great victory 
in Korea. He has heard the prayers of 
his own people. But this is no time to 
stop praying. There are many problems 
to be solved; many wrongs to be righted. 
And most of all—a churchwide revival 
is needed. 

When this comes it will have been 
worth all of the misunderstanding and 
heartache of these last months. 


Korean Church Reunited, 
Withdrawing from WCC 


SEOUL, KorEA (RNS)—Delegates to a 
re-uniting Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea healed the denomina- 
tion’s five-month-old rift by voting to 
withdraw from the World Council of 
Churches. 


Korea’s largest Christian body, the 
church had been split into rival Assem- 
blies last September by a large anti- 
Ecumenical minority party whose lead- 
ers demanded dis-affiliation with the 
WCC. 

More than half of the 258 delegates 
present (out of a possible total of 286) 
belonged to the so-called Ecumenical ma- 
jority party. 

The Assembly adopted a motion stating 
that the World Council is not pro-Com- 
munist, does not promote liberal theology 
and is not a super-church, as charged by 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Denominational Seminaries 


Are Urged for Candidates 


The training of candidates for the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., ministry at other than 
denominational seminaries is frowned 
upon by the General Assembly’s commit- 
tee on the Minister and His Work. 

In its report to the Jacksonville Assem- 
bly, the committee urges for purely prac- 
tical reasons—keeping in touch with the 
church where men expect to serve—that 
they secure their training in the church’s 
own seminaries. The statement reads as 
follows: 

“A few candidates for the ministry un- 
der the care of presbyteries within our 
church attend seminaries and theological 
schools other than those under the con- 
trol of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. The seminary which can- 
didates attend is a matter of primary 
concern to the committees on candidates 
of the presbyteries, and not of primary 
concern to the commissions on the Min- 
ister and His Work. It has been our ob- 
servation, however, that candidates of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., would be well 
advised to attend one of our seminaries 
for work toward a B.D. degree. Too often 
when candidates attend outside seminaries 
they lose contact with the church and 
it becomes difficult for them upon gradu- 
ation to receive calls to churches within 
our denomination. In recent years several 
candidates have been compelled to accept 
calls to churches in other denominations 
because of this fact. Therefore, we would 
counsel committees on candidates to lay 
special emphasis upon the importance of 
candidates attending seminaries under the 
control of our church.” 


Salary Needs 

In dealing with the remuneration of 
ministers, the committee urges that pres- 
bytery committees, enlisting the help of 
qualified laymen, make this a matter of 
sustained study. The committee reports 
that the level of remuneration paid to 
Presbyterian, U. S., ministers continues 


KOREA REUNION 
(Continued from page 5) 
the minority group. Members of the ma- 
jority party, however, agreed to the with- 
drawal for the sake of peace within the 
550,000-member church. 

Extremists of the minority group, only 
a few of whom abstained from the re- 
union Assembly, observers believe, may 
form a new faction with the support of 
the small, ultra-fundamentalist Interna- 
tional Council of Christian Churches, 
which motivated their opposition to the 
WCC and backed their breach in the 
Korean church. 

The reconciliation was realized after 
a series of discussions among represen- 
tatives from the two divided groups and 
the American, Australian and Canadian 
Presbyterian missions here. 


to increase. Presbyteries without special 
committees on this subject are urged to 
provide them. The committee says, “It is 
impossible for a minister to do his best 
work when beset by financial worries. 
Churches and presbyteries have respon- 
sibilities in this area which demand con- 
stant attention, especially in an expand- 
ing and inflationary economy.” 

The committee reports that difficulties 
have been encountered with Internal Rev- 
enue officials concerning the expenses in- 
curred by churches when a minister is 
moved from one place to another upon 
acceptance of a call. Some Internal Rev- 
enue people, the committee says, appar- 
ently have taken the position that such 
expenses, -paid by the organization, 
should be included as remuneration by 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 


SYNOD OF ALABAMA 


Birmingham—(M)* James S. Cantrell, A. 
B. deGallaspy, J. S. Mansfield, (E)* J. Ed- 
gar Jones, Birmingham; J. O. Williams, 
Sr., Bessemer; Albert W. Castleberry, Jas- 
per. 

Central Alabama—(M) Calvin E. Hou- 
ston, Mobile; (E) Elritt Meacham, Tus- 
caloosa. 

East Alabama—(M) James Somerville, 
Hayneville; Charles L. Landrum, Dothan; 
J. M. McKnight, Phenix; (E) P. M. Light- 
foot, Tuskegee; Neil O. Davis, Auburn; 
W. J. Williamson, Greenville. 

Mobile—(M) Peter Blair, Stockton; T. 
M. McMillan, Jr., Atmore; (E) D. L. Brown, 
Jackson; Hugh C. Cousar, Jr., Mobile. 

North Alabama—(M) James H. Patter- 
son, Tuscumbia; Harry B. Wade, (E) 
Thomas Nalls, Robert Conard, Huntsville. 

Tuscaloosa—(M) W. Warrington Pres- 
ton, Selma; Sam Burney Hay, (E) Charles 
Townsend, Tuscaloosa; W. H. Bruce, Cath- 
erine, 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 


Abingdon—(M) E. H. Anderson, Haysi; 
W. T. Manson, Jr., Abingdon; Manson B. 
Tate, Dublin; (E) John S. Fulcher, Hills- 
ville; J. Randolph Scott, Norton; T. E. 
Mallory, Bland. 

Asheville—(M) Thomas Sproule, Ashe- 
ville; W. H. Marquis, Hazelwood; H. B. 
Dendy, Weaverville; (E) C. A. Stone, Can- 
ton; Dr. C. L. Newland, Brevard; Fred 
Davidson, Swannanoa, 

Holston—(M) H. H. Van Cleve, Bristol; 
Dan R. Thomas, Jr., Banner Elk, N. C.; H. 
B. Foran, San Francisco; M. O. Sommers, 
(E) J. W. Crockett, Morristown; Joe G. 
Brown, Rogersville; Fred Sweeten, New- 
port; J. B. Miles, Elizabethton. 

Knoxville—(M) John H. Thompson, Jr., 
La Follette; D. R. Freeman, Sweetwater; 
Samuel Wiley, Lookout Mountain; J. M. 
Carr, Atlanta, Ga.; John H. McKinnon, (E) 
E. Brantley Burns, Knoxville; Richard W. 
Parker, Middlesboro, Ky.; R. B. Boyd, Daw- 
son King, Chattanooga; Ralph E. Moore, 
Cleveland. 

SYNOD OF ARKANSAS 

East Arkansas—(M) John D. Spragins, 
Batesville; W. Harold Owen, Beebe; (E) 
Jack Fawcett, Austin; Charles Adams, 
Hughes. 

Ouachita—(M) L. T. Lawrence, Hope; 
E. Frank Lothery, (E) Ed Dillard, Hot 
Springs; James H. Nelson, Prescott. 

Washburn—(M) Marion A. Boggs, Rich- 
ard B. Hardie (E) J. R. Fair, Little Rock; 
Scott Hunter, Conway. 





*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner's name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 


the minister, so far as Federal income 
taxes are concerned. In an effort to meet 
this situation, the committee recommends 
adoption of this resolution by the Genera] 
Assembly: 

“Resolved, that the services of a min- 
ister of the Word and sacraments of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
is continuous from the time he is approved 
by a presbytery for ordination until he 
ceases to be a minister, and, 

“The expenses of moving a minister 
with his family and goods should normal- 
ly be provided with any call to a new field 
of duty.” 


Wording of Call 


In another recommendation the com- 
mittee suggests that the wording of calls 
to ministers be changed so as to make 
clear what is designated for manse ex- 
penses for purposes of income tax report- 
ing. It suggests the following wording: 
““$— of above cash remuneration be des- 
ignated for manse expenses,” or “$— in 
addition to the annual cash remunera- 
tion be designated for manse expenses,” 
or “‘manse expense be paid by the church.” 

The committee plans a churchwide con- 
ference in connection with the Board of 
Annuities and Relief next August 10 and 
11 at Montreat, N. C. Presbyteries are 
being asked to send chairmen and one 
ruling elder from the commissions on 
the Minister and His Work and synods 
are asked to send chairmen of commit- 
tees on the same assignment. 

D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwater, Fla., 
pastor, is the new chairman of the As- 
sembly’s committee. R. Graham White 
has been re-elected secretary-treasurer for 
a three-year term. 


One Woman Protest Stops 
In-School Bible Study 


SCHAGHTICOKE, N.Y. (RNS)—A wom- 
an’s protest brought an end to religious 
instruction in the Hoosick Valley Central 
School District here after more than 17 
years of such classes. 

Classes for Roman Catholic, Episco- 
palian and other combined Protestant 
groups had been conducted in the dis- 
trict’s elementary and high schools. 

Margaret M. Edwards of Valley Falls 
wrote the school board: 

“We are a nation governed by laws, not 
men. Yet for the 17% years I have been 
a resident of this school district, you 
have disobeyed one fundamental law of 
our state. 

“Religious education under the released- 
time law was mandatory on boards of ed- 
ucation, provided it was held off school 
property. I now request that this law be 
observed without delay.” 


Supervising Principal Clarence M. 
Iverson said the school board asked the 
State Education Department for a legal 
opinion and was told the practice violated 
the State Constitution. 

The Hoosick Valley Council of 
Churches said it favors released time for 
religious instruction off school property. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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NO CHANGE RECOMMENDED 
FOR ADULT WORK AGENCIES 


No change in the present status of 
Adult work in the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., is recommended by an ad interim 
committee appointed to study the ques- 
tion. 

An overture to the 1959 Assembly from 
John Knox Presbytery (Texas) sug- 
gested the possibility of merging the 
Board of Women’s Work under the Board 
of Christian Education, making it sim- 
ilar to the Division of Men’s Work under 
the same board. 

A committee headed by C. Newman 
Faulconer, Greenville, S. C., has studied 
the question and while asking to be con- 
tinued for a study to be concluded in 
1962 (by itself or another committee) 
the present arrangement is recommended, 
with the Board of Women’s Work con- 
tinuing to operate separately. 


Two Possibilities 

Two major possibilities were investi- 
gated by the committee. One was to follow 
the suggestion of the overture and place 
the work in the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. The committee said it had studied 
the work of 14 denominational men’s and 
women’s organizations and found none 
operating under a Board of Christian 
Education. It expressed its conviction 
that the present activity of the Division 
of Men’s Work in the Board of Christian 
Education is effective and fruitful. Need 
for change is not suggested. 

The other major possibility suggested 
by the committee was a Board of Lay 
Activities, but this is not recommended 
as needed. The committee points to a 
present Inter-Board Adult Council which 
correlates the adult program. This agen- 
cy (IBAC), it says, should be more wide- 
ly known and understood throughout the 
church. 

One complicating factor at the present 
time is the development of the Curricu- 
lum Improvement Program by the Board 
of Christian Education. It is felt that 
realignments in this field should not be 
made “until further implications of the 
curriculum improvement program are 
apparent.” 

The committee points out that its con- 
clusion is the same as that reached in 
1949 when the Assembly had an extensive 
study of all its agencies made by an ad 
interim committee resulting in a major 
realignment and reorganization of its 
activities. 

In its review of the difficulties encoun- 
tered in bringing the women’s program to 
some stature, the committee recounts the 
obstacles put in the way of the leaders of 
the women’s work in its early days. Then 
it declares: 

“A problem basic to your committee’s 
assignment is the reluctance on the part 
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of our denomination to grant women a 
place of equality with men in the realm of 
ordination, holding office, serving as com- 
missioners to the General Assembly, rep- 
resenting their churches in presbytery and 
synod, and in serving with full status on 
various committees and commissions. 
Your committee believes that prior con- 
sideration needs to be given to the matter 
of affording opportunity for such partici- 
pation before we seriously consider the 
abolition of the Board of Women’s Work.” 
(See page 8.) 


For 1962 


The final study of the program as rec- 
ommended by the committee for a 1962 
report is in these terms: 

“The objective of such a committee 
would be to review the purpose of each 
existing organization dealing with adult 
work in the local church, presbyery, synod 
and General Assembly, and to determine 
the necessity for and the effectiveness of 
the existing programs and organizational 
structures.” 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e¢ One of the things that a 
mere Britisher envies his American col- 
leagues is the institution known as “Min- 
isters’ Week.” Recently 1,500 pastors 
gathered here to sit at the feet of three 
famous scholars and preachers, and to 
renew seminary friendships. Many also 
took advantage of the seminars on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and on modern litera- 
ture. At another seminary I know the 
big inspirational meetings were cut to a 
minimum and many more classes, sem- 
inars and discussions groups were held to 
bring the ministers up-to-date on recent 
theology, psychiatry, and ecumenical life. 
This eagerness to “go back to school” 
is a peculiarly American thing and it 
points to a refreshing humility. 


TUESDAY ¢ The French skeptic, Er- 
nest Renan, once declared that the twen- 
tieth century would spend a lot of its 
time fishing out of the wastepaper basket 
things that the nineteenth century had 
thrown into it. Things like the doctrine 
of original sin? 


WEDNESDAY e After hearing many 
sermons I have coined a new term, at 
least I think it’s new! We are all familiar 
with exegesis (to draw out of a text) 
and its opposite eisegesis (to put into a 
text some ideas derived from elsewhere), 
but what about perigesis (to skirt round 
the periphery of a text)? A distressing 
number of preachers seem to delight in 
dealing with a little, incidental truth 


found on the outskirts of the passage 
rather than with the big central message. 


THURSDAY ¢ The other day I quoted 
the text that marked the turning point 
in the life of Sir John Reith of the 
B.B.C. Today I remembered the text 
that made all the difference to the world- 
church statesman, John R. Mott. Turn- 
ing into a religious meeting on the college 
campus he heard the speaker reading 
from Jeremiah, ‘“‘Seekest thou great things 
for thyself? Seek them not.” “The words 
simply bowled me over. From that mo- 
ment onwards I gave my life to enlarging 
and extending the Kingdom of God.” 
And he never knew the speaker’s name! 


FRIDAY e I am giving a course of 
lectures at a nearby church on “Christian 
Resources.” I chose the title to under- 
line the point that I am constantly trying 
to make, that we Christians should re- 
gard the Bible, the life of prayer, the 
church, not as duties and disciplines 
added to the Christian life, but as “means 
of grace” that are there to be appro- 
priated. What a difference this simple 
change of attitude makes! 


SATURDAY e@ Pascal once said that 
no man could bear to overhear the things 
his friends say about him behind his 
back. Well, it all depends. I recall the 
tribute of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., 
to his wife, “For fifty years she made life 
poetry for me”; Earl Grey saying of 
his father, “He lighted so many fires 
in cold rooms,” and A. G. Gardener’s 
tribute to Patrick Geddes, the naturalist, 
“He made your mind all windows—win- 
dows onto the past, windows onto the 
future.” Poetry, fire, and light! Thank 
God for such people. 


SUNDAY ¢ How complicated life be- 
comes when men shut God out of it. 
So many good things in life are warped, 
it seems to me, because in the absence 
of faith in God, they have to do double 
duty: they have to be themselves and little 
saviors too. As Eric Hoffer says in The 
True Believer, when men throw aside 
the Savior, they spend twelve hours a 
day trying to save themselves. He might 
have added that they make the simplic- 
ities of life unnecessarily complex also. 
A graphic illustration of this is found 
in the poet, Stephen Spender’s account of 
his childhood. His father was a rational- 
ist and an agnostic, and so was obsessed 
with morality as so many godless people 
are. “A game of football ceased to be 
just kicking a ball about. It became con- 
fused with the Battle of Life. Honor, 
Integrity, Discipline, Toughness, and a 
dozen other qualities haunted the field 
like ghostly footballers.” No wonder the 
boy’s life was miserable! 

* * * 
DIARY: Resolved: That every man 
should live to the glory of God. Re- 
solved Second: That whether others do 
this or not, I will—JonATHAN Ep- 
WARDS. 
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EDITORIAL 


Laymen and Ministers 

The ministerial association of Raleigh, 
N. C., took steps recently to organize a 
fellowship to draw together ministers and 
laymen to unite the efforts of the churches 
and the members of those churches. An 
extensive list of united activities has been 
projected as possible concerns for this 
group. 

It is good to see this done in any area 
under whatever title. This is precisely 
what is made possible where cities organ- 
ize councils of churches, drawing into the 
leadership and participation of this effort 
concerned and able laymen as well as the 
city’s ministers. It is to be regretted that 
in some areas of the South, Southern 
Baptist leaders have become apprehensive 
about the structure of church councils and 
find themselves unable to cooperate in 
such ventures. If they cannot work in 
this framework, then it is a good thing 
to provide some other. The movement is 
certainly to be commended wherever it 
takes its first hopeful steps. 


Air Force Manuals 


It is to be hoped that those who col- 
laborated—even far in the background 
—in the U. S. Air Force training manual 
attacking the integrity and leadership of 
the nation’s churches and the National 
Council of Churches will be fully exposed 
and unmasked by the problem which has 
been ordered by U. S. Defense Secretary 
Thomas S. Gates, Jr. 

This episode is naturally providing a 
field day for some of the professional 
critics of the National Council and the 
established and leading churches and it 
is giving fuel to the flames they have long 
been using in their incendiary activities. 

The presentations made by these train- 
ing manuals is not new. The first one 
goes back to September, 1950, shortly 
after Senator McCarthy began his highly- 
publicized campaign to ferret out “se- 
curity risks” in U. S. agencies. The sec- 
ond edition was revised and has been in 
use since 1955. 
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To indicate something of the different 
treatment accorded the story, revealing 
entirely different standards of integrity 
and responsible journalism, we have 
noted one editor’s crocodile tears at the 
withdrawal of the book and the ensuing 
investigation as he summoned to his aid 
the testimony of some of the rankest, most 
intolerant and discredited critics who 
have been operating in this field. His 
judgment is: 

“But so far as hundreds—indeed, thou- 
sands—of ministers are concerned, the 
white-wash won’t accomplish much; an 
undeniable pink shows through.” 


The sources cited were long ago dis- 
credited in the well-documented Apostles 
of Discord by Ralph L. Roy and else- 
where. 

By way of refreshing contrast, the 
Christian Science Monitor, which is re- 
garded as one of the two or three very 
best newspapers in the entire country, 
made this well-informed editorial state- 
ment: 


CALUMNY BY TRAINING MANUAL 

The latest training manual blunder by 
the United States Air Force is by far its 
worst. 

It seems incredible that a widely dis- 
tributed service publication could baldly 
state that “Communists . .. and sympa- 
thizers have successfully infiltrated into 
our churches” without being corrected by 
any authority until an airman showed 
it to his minister. 

The Pentagon has now repudiated the 
attack (primarily aimed at the National 
Council of Churches of Christ) and re- 
called the manual. It is to be hoped that 
the investigation of how such a blatantly 
false allegation got so far will not be a 
superficial one aimed only at finding a 
scapegoat. 

Even now, six years remote from Mc- 
Carthyism, occasional self-seeking and 
hypocritical attempts are made to brand 
an innocent group “Communist” in order 
to discredit it. Such calumny unfortu- 
nately turns up in some cases of racial 
strife, business-labor differences, and dip- 
lomatie rivalries. 

Happily the story of the Air Force 
manual has been widely publicized, des- 
pite a second passage in the booklet which 
reads: “Another foolish remark often 
heard is that Americans have a right to 
know what’s going on. Most people real- 
ize the foolhardiness of such a sugges- 
tion.” 

Fortunately, most people realize the 
foolhardiness of the manual-writer’s whole 
warped thesis. 


Women’s Work Secretary 

As Miss Evelyn Green moves across 
the hall into her new office as executive 
secretary of the Presbyterian, U.S., Board 
of Women’s Work next month, she will 
take with her the grateful good wishes 
and support which she has inspired in her 
service of this Board during the past ten 
years. 

The unified and comprehensive pro- 
gram of this board and its cordial and 
widespread support are great factors in 
the well-recognized efficiency of this or- 
ganization. In her work as secretary of 


the program division, Miss Green has 
been close to the heart of the operation 
and she will bring to her new post the 
many values that come from her experi- 
ence in this strategic service. 

Although an ad interim committee js 
recommending no change in the organiza- 
tion or relationships of the various phases 
of the denominational adult program at 
the present time, it nevertheless points to 
what it considers to be a major deficiency 
in the attitude of the church. It calls it 
“the reluctance on the part of our denom- 
ination to grant women a place of equal- 
ity with men in the realm of ordination, 
holding office, serving as commissioners 
to the General Assembly, representing 
their churches in presbyery and synod, 
and in serving with full status on various 
committees and commissions.” (Page 7.) 

The committee thinks something fun- 
damental needs to be done, but until it 
is done the Board of Women’s Work is 
the channel of important participation 
for what the committee does not call prac- 
tically disfranchised church members. 

We can be sure that Miss Green and 
her colleagues will give the church vital 
and able leadership in the tasks assigned 
to their Board. 





IN PASSING 


Editorial Notes 











The Christian’s Guide for Social Ac- 
tion, drafted by the Research Institute 
of Mission of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan and approved by the 
executive committee of that church, is 
printed in full in the winter number (Vol. 
XII, No. 2) of the Ecumenical Review, 
organ of the World Council of Churches. 
In addition to a background statement, 
the document has special sections on these 
issues: World Peace, Political Prob- 
lems, Economic Problems, Problems of 
the Family. 

* * x 

Major emphasis of this issue of the 
Ecumenical Review (see above) has to 
do with relations with the Eastern Ortho- 
dox Church. 

is 

Social Progress for February will get 
a lively reception, dealing as it does with 
various aspects of racial intermarriage. 
The SEA staff, Witherspoon Bldg., Phil- 
adelphia 7, asked approximately 20 peo- 
ple to reply to an imaginary letter asking, 
“Isn’t it true that if this movement to- 
ward desegregation continues unabated 
in our country there will be a large num- 
ber of mixed marriages at best and ille- 
gitimate interracial liaisons at worst? 
Be honest now, would you want your 
daughter to marry a Negro (or a white 
man, as the case may be)?” A wide va- 
riety of church men and women from all 
parts of the country have given their 
comments on this matter. 
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Meeting of the Omission Committee 
BY KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“My sons, do not now be negligent.” — 
2 Chronicles 29:11. 


HERE IS an inspired stenographer 

in our midst. She is capable not only 
of common or garden-variety mistakes, 
like ordinary stenographers. She can 
turn out brilliant, truly inspired errors. 
For truth (if we may mix a metaphor in 
honor of the occasion) often flies on the 
wings of boners. The young lady in ques- 
tion (it must be a she—no he would be 
so bright), no doubt taking down pho- 
netically what she heard the preacher say 
on the ’phone, has turned out a Sunday 
bulletin in which it is plainly announced 
that a certain Convocation will be spon- 
sored by the Presbytery’s Omission Com- 
mittee. 


If this is not an error, but a fact, what 
an advanced presbytery that must be! 
Imagination boggles at the possibilities. 
Boggle or not, we cannot resist the temp- 
tation to eavesdrop a little at a meeting 
of this great committee which should 
prove a model for us all. (Assuming there 
is a meeting. .. . Possibly an ideal Omis- 
sion Committee would be well on its way 
to a point where the committee itself 
could well be ommitted—?) 


The meeting does not have to be called 
to order. It is always in order. First item 
of business is the report of the subcom- 
mittee on Omittenda. (If we have an 
Agenda—Latin for Things that Ought 
to Be Done—why not an Omittenda for 
Things that Ought to Be Omitted?) 


HE SUBCOMMITTEE has a small 

but comprehensive list of items that 
might profitably be omitted. It is noted 
that in debates the same arguments tend 
to come up too many times, and it is pro- 
posed by the subcommittee that any mem- 
ber of presbytery who uses an already 
threadbare argument more than twice 
shall be suppressed by the moderator. It 
seems also that a considerable amount of 
rancor has been shown in the meetings, 
which might well be omitted for the ben- 
efit of all concerned. 





More sweeping changes are suggested 
in the organization of presbytery. Notice 
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is taken of the fact that when committees 
fail to make a report this does not upset 
the presbytery, which goes its way almost 
as usual. If a committee isn’t missed, 
could it not be omitted altogether? Hence 
a list of omissible committees is presented 
for presbytery’s consideration. 

In the ensuing debate it is brought out 
that if the omission of these dispensable 
committees is carried out, the time of the 
presbytery’s meeting will be greatly re- 
duced; so much so that one might ques- 
tion the wisdom of meeting at all. The 
point is then made by some one that this 
appears already to be the judgment of 
some ministers and elders in the pres- 
bytery. Some of the ablest ministers are 
almost never present, and when they are, 
they either come late or depart early, or 
both; the affairs of their own cathedral 
churches being too pressing to allow at- 
tenance on presbytery to interfere. As 
for the elders, it is noted that in many 
sessions the most vigorous elders are 
never able to find the time for presbytery, 
so that the church is always represented 
by the same elder, a truly elderly elder, 
who represents the thinking of the con- 
gregation that elected him forty years ago. 
The chairman of the Subcommittee sug- 
gests that if the pastoral leadership and 
the main body of elders throughout the 
presbytery find almost anything else more 
important than the presbytery meetings, 
should not the whole thing be omitted? 
The Stated Clerk could be appointed a 
Standing Committee of One to carry on 
all necessary business, and the rest be 
relieved of a needless burden. 


HE COMMITTEE is about to vote 

favorably on this proposal, when 
someone recalls that there is another sub- 
committee which has not made its report. 
This is the Subcommittee on Things That 
Should Not Have Been Omitted. 

“We find,” their report says, “that 
some matters have been overlooked which 
—not appearing in the regular dockets 
nor in the manual of organization—are 
not missed by most of us. Nevertheless 
we feel there have been some serious 
omissions. One of these is a sense of 


goal, of overall purpose. The presbytery 
exists to transact business, but what is 
the purpose of the business? We inquire 
(for example) whether we have raised 
our budget, but we do not inquire whether 
the presbytery is any nearer its goal, as 
a body of Christians, than we were a year 
ago. We take up particular goals and 
achieve them. Do we ever raise our eyes 
to a goal which we cannot reach but to 
which nevertheless we should be striving ? 

Perhaps the lack of a sense of the Goal 
leads to other omissions. In reviewing 
the committees of presbytery we find no 
committee charged with reporting on Life 
Around Us. Listening to presbytery talk 
and plan, we have wondered whether 
anyone would gather that we even hope 
to make some sort of impression on the 
world, or our corner of it. We have plenty 
of ecclesiastical business; isn’t part of 
the church’s business to have some work 
that is not ecclesiastical? We need a com- 
mittee to keep reminding us of what our 
churches could be doing, not for its mem- 
bers, but with its members. 


te TL, URTHERMORE, there seems to 

have been omitted a sense of esprit 
de corps... .” At this point a debate 
breaks out. This part of the report is 
unintelligible, it is claimed, since few 
of the members of presbytery have ever 
studied a foreign language dead or alive. 
An elderly minister rises to translate; it 
means, he thinks, Spirit of the Body. The 
Examiner in Theology objects to this; it 
smacks of Hellenism, he says, it is not 
a Biblical concept. Someone in the Sub- 
committee says no, this just means To- 
getherness. “Why didn’t you say so?” 
several exclaim in chorus. Order being 
restored, the Subcommittee chairman 
proceeds to say that whatever you call it, 
it seems to have been omitted. He sug- 
gests that if the sense of Goal were clear- 
er, and if the eyes and minds of presby- 
tery were more often directed across the 
street from the church-yards, the Esprit 
de Corps [he liked this phrase] would no 
longer be omitted, and there would be no 
more talk of omitting the presbytery al- 
together. 

We cannot report on the outcome, as 
the whole matter has been remitted to 
the Omission Committee for further con- 
sideration. 
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The Harper Book 
for Lent, 1960 





By ROBERT N. RODENMAYER 


Pacific School of Religion 


“An immensely illuminating book 
showing how the gratitude express- 
ed in the General Thanksgiving is 
central to Christian experience. . . . 
This luminous little book is an in- 
vitation to accept with thanks the 
forgiveness and joy that lie at the 
heart of the Christian faith. .. . I 
recommend it highly for reading 
during Lent—or any other time.” 
—Cuap WALsH. $2.50 








“A thoughtful and 
sensible guide” 


—Times Literary Supplement 


A Book 


ee 


Wa’ 


Everyday 





Prayers 
By WILLIAM BARCLAY 


University of Glasgow 


Simply written yet eloquent prayers 
for morning and evening for an 
entire month and for special days 
and occasions. 


“A magnificent combination of 

lucidity and depth.” — British 

Weekly. Ribbon marker, full cloth 

binding, stained top. $2.50 
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Rensselaer Minister Is 
Denied School Invitation 

RENSSELEAR, N.Y. (RNS)—The Board 
of Education denied a Rensselaer clergy- 
man permission to address three senior 
social science classes at Van Rensselaer 
High School. 


“The most dramatic 





missionary book 
of the decade.” 


— DR. DANIEL POLING 





The moving biography of a great 
American woman — Dr. Ida Scud- 
der — whose half-century of pio- 
neer service as a medical mission- 
ary in India is equaled only by 
that of Dr. Schweitzer in Africa. 
DR. IDA 
By DOROTHY CLARKE WILSON 


$5.95, now at your bookstore 
McGRAW-HILL 





Carlyle Adams, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church and president of the 
Capital Area Council of Churches, had 
accepted an invitation to speak on “Ethics 
and Morals in the World You Will Face 
After Graduation.” 

The invitation was extended by Wil- 
liam F. O’Brien, school guidance direc- 
tor. 

Dr. Adams said Mr. O’Brien later 
withdrew the invitation, stating that the 
board had refused him permission to 
speak, 

“In accepting the invitation,” Dr. 
Adams said, “I specified that I wanted 
to be presented to the pupils not as a 
pastor but in my official capacity as vice- 
president of the Rensselaer Kiwanis 
Club. Kiwanis is interested in giving all 
possible help to school guidance pro- 
grams.” He added. 

“T explained that my talKs would have 
absolutely nothing to do with religion. 
A clergyman does not abrogate his rights 
as a citizen when he becomes a clergyman. 

“The Board of Education has not yet 
told me why it is dangerous for a citizen 
to come into a classroom to talk about 
morals or ethics, which are branches of 
philosophy.” 


First Month’s Report 


Benevolences reported for January by 
Presbyterian, U.S., agencies are as fol- 
lows: 

ANNUITIES AND RE ier (Atlanta), $25, 
145; 4.94% of the approved budget. 

CHRISTIAN EpucaTion (Richmond), $8.- 
197 (last year, same time: $5,622); .092% 
(last year, .066%). 

CHURCH EXTENSION (Atlanta), $30,648; 
1.68%. 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $11,036; .78%; 
Interchurch Agencies, $603; 3%. 

Wortp Missions (Nashville), $116,182; 


2.56%. 








By Helmut Gollwitzer 


Meditations which offer deep insight into the passion 
story, interpreting Luke's narrative in a fresh and rele- 
vant style which identifies the believer with the suffering 
of Christ, inflicted by government officials, military force, 
and mob violence. The book stresses that this message is 
still the only true source of peace and strength in our age 
of anxiety. Bible quotations from the R.S.V. Paper cover, $1.25 


Three Exceptional Books of Sermons 


THE DYING AND LIVING LORD 


According to the Gospel of Luke 
Translated by Olive Wyon 









PREACHING THE RESURRECTION 


22 great Easter Sermons edited by Alton M. Motter 
Homrighausen, Heineken, Sockman, MacLennan—are just a few of today’s 
great preachers whose theme is the living presence of the risen Lord in 


life today. 






Paper cover, $2.25 
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Montreat Trustees 
Make Charter Change 


The trustees of the Mountain Retreat 
Association (Montreat), Presbyterian, 
U. S. conference center in western North 
Carolina, have acceded to requests of the 
General Assembly and amended the char- 
ter so as to make Montreat’s connection 
with the church more tightly drawn. 

The amendments, which become effec- 
tive next August, empower the General 
Assembly and synods to elect rather than 
nominate board members. It is also pro- 
vided that all members of the board of 
directors shall be members of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. 

Montreat-Anderson College, now a co- 
education junior college, has applied to 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools for accreditation. A 
new tenure policy for the faculty has 
been approved and a retirement plan is 
being studied by the trustees. 


Inaugurations Are Set 

Inauguration of C. Grier Davis as 
president of the college is scheduled in 
conjunction with commencement exer- 
cises May 30; his inauguration as presi- 
dent of the Mountain Retreat Association 
will be on Montreat Day, August 13. 

The directors reported purchase of “the 
Hutton House’”’ called “Pleasant Ridge,” 
on Virginia Road at Louisiana Road in 
Montreat as the president’s home. 

A financial campaign for $125,000, 
currently in progress, has reached $97,- 


000, with the expectation that the total 
will be realized by September. 

The administration was authorized to 
employ a director of development and 
promotion. As described by Dr. Davis, 
the president, this new official should be 
“a man of large ability . . . to make far- 
sighted plans for the development of 
Montreat, its conference facilities, its 
club program, and its college facilities 

. (and) be the director of publicity.” 

The General Assembly will be asked 
to make a schedule for its meetings which 
would designate Montreat as its meeting 
place in alternate years. 


Awards Are Made for 
Theologians’ Study 


Dayton, O. (RNS)—The American 
Association of Theological Schools has 
granted research and study fellowships 
to 31 members of 28 theological school 
faculties, Charles L. Taylor, executive di- 
rector, announced here. 

The grants were made from resources 
given by the Sealantic Fund in 1955. 
They range up to $4,000 and will enable 
the fellows to be on leave from eight to 
15 months during 1960-1961. 

Proposed projects cover many phases 
of theological education. They will take 
the men to various centers in the United 
States, England, Germany, France, the 
Near East and the Orient. 


Dr. Taylor said the fellowship pro- 
gram is designed to improve theological 


education through advanced faculty study 
and to strengthen the sabbatical leave 
policies of schools affiliated with the as- 
sociation. 

AATS includes Protestant seminaries 
in the U.S. and Canada. 

Among those receiving awards were 
Waldo Beach, Duke Divinity School; 
Langdon B. Gilkey and J. Philip Hyatt, 
Vanderbilt Divinity School; Wayne E. 
Oates, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

Presbyterians who are included in the 
list are Benjamin L. Rose, Union Sem- 
inary (Va.), and Neely D. McCarter who 
is to teach at Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary, now studying at the Yale Divinity 
School. 


On Lunch Counter 
Sitdown Appeals 


The following resolution was adopted 
by the Human Relations Committee of 
the North Carolina Council of Churches: 


The Human Relations Committee of the 
North Carolina Council of Churches recog- 
nizes the democratic and moral rights of 
Negroes to equality of service at the lunch 
counters of stores serving the public. We 
urge our fellow-citizens, and especially our 
Christian brethren, to unite with us in 
openly and firmly defending this basic 
human right. We commend our Negro 
citizens for their self-restraint under prov- 
ocation and we deplore any recourse to 
violence. We recognize the problems faced 
by store management in adjusting its pol- 
icy to provide non-discriminatory service, 
and we pledge our wholehearted support 
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and the good offices of our committee to 

this end. 

H. SHELTON SMITH a 
W. R. Grice 

Human Relations Committee of the 
North Carolina Council of Church- 
es Meeting at Pullen Memorial 
Baptist Church, Raleigh, February 
19, 1960 

Dr. Smith is professor of American Reli- 
gious Thought at Duke University. 

Dr. Grigg is Secretary of the Department 
of Interracial Cooperation of the Bap- 
tist State Convention of North Carolina. 

Virginia VCHR 
In Virginia the executive board of the 

Virginia Council on Human Relations 

issued a statement related to the lunch 

counter sitdown activities, expressing 

“sympathy for the Negro young people 

who have been making orderly requests for 

service at these lunch counters .. . in 
stores and other business establishments 
where their patronage is readily accepted 
in other departments” and expressing the 
hope that the management of such busi- 
ness concerns will accede to their requests. 


Hoover Tells Laymen 
Of Communism Threat 


New York (rRNS)—Former President 
Herbert Hoover told some 2,000 United 
Presbyterian laymen here that Commu- 
nism and a “slump” in national morals, 
more than any other of this country’s 
crises, merit the special attention of 
America’s clergy and laity. 

He asserted that this country’s hope for 
a continuance and expansion of its fun- 
damental strengths rests upon a growth 
of religious faith, its devotion to freedom 
and a determined stand “against the evils 
that beset us.” 

Addressing an Eastern Area meeting 
of the National Council of United Pres- 
byterian Men, Mr. Hoover cited as other 
American crises the domination of some 
labor unions by hoodlums, inflation and 
problems involving foreign trade. 

He described Communism as a threat 
both in the form of implacable enemy 
nations and as a virus “in the thinking 
of our people and the actions of our own 
governments.” 

“We have in the Communist nations 
implacable enemies whose determination 
—despite their disguises of peaceful co- 
operation—is to destroy and dominate 
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the free world,” he said. “And they are 
succeeding at our very doorstep. 

“We are not only plagued by their 
conspiracies but with the infection of 
Karl Marx in both the thinking of our 
people and the actions of our govern- 
ment.” 

Of the slump in morals, Mr. Hoover 
said America needs “a great stir of con- 
science.” He cited the growth in major 
known crimes, teen-age delinquency and 
the daily exposure of municipal corrup- 
tion. 

“Our law enforcement machinery,” he 
asserted, “has become deplorably weak- 
ened and something is terrifyingly wrong 
in our law enforcement system.” 

He pointed to the differences in figures 
between the number of persons arrested 
for major crimes and those jailed and 
said: 

“T know of nothing in the teaching 
of the Scriptures which advocates the re- 
lease of mad dogs onto the streets. In 
fact, I interpret Christ’s words on ‘cast- 
ing into outer darkness’ to include effec- 
tive sentences in prison.” 

Scharfe, McKay and Morrison 


Other speakers at the three-day meet- 
ing included Howard C. Scharfe, pastor 
of the Shadyside Presbyterian church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Arthur R. McKay, pres- 
ident of McCormick Theological Sem- 
inary, Chicago; and William A. Morri- 
son, general secretary of the United Pres- 
byterian Board of Christian Education. 

Forty-two small “talk-it-over” lay 
groups dealt with the meeting’s theme: 
“Count Me Therefore a Partner.” 

Dr. Scharfe pin-pointed “man’s tower- 
ing enemy” as moral inadequacy and 
urged ‘fan unconquerable optimism” and 
a “true partnership with the Holy Spirit” 
to fight the pessimism growing out of the 
possibility of nuclear war. 

Chiding those “who talk a powerful 
religion” but fail to live it, he declared: 
“This partnership with the Holy Spirit is 
a working partnership and we give all in 
our attempt to live what we say in our 
attempt to be obedient to its promptings, 
or we dissolve the partnership by de- 
fault.” 

Dr. McKay hit at “the Presbyterians 
who are beating it out to the suburbs” 
and leaving, until onlv recently, “store- 
front ministries with flv-bv-night leader- 
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ship” as the only avenue of the church to 
reach city people. 

Dr. Morrison said that no lay organi- 
zation “deserves to exist without a pur- 
pose, and any group within the church 
must fit in with the purpose of the 
church.” 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Charles Vardell, Jr., dean of the con- 
servatory of music at Flora Macdonald 
College (N.C.), is now serving also as 


acting president of the college. 
* * x 


John W. Maxwell, bursar and pur- 
chasing agent for Lehigh University, will 
become business manager of Florida 
Presbytery College effective this month. 

Dean of Women in the new college will 
be Frances M. Whitaker, now assistant 
dean of undergraduate women at Duke 
University Women’s College. 

*e 8 

A public relations plan is followed at 
Occidental College (Calif.) which brings 
the churches in the supporting presby- 
teries into close relationship to the cam- 
pus. Each pastor in the supporting area 
names a lay member to act as a chair- 
man for liaison between the college and 
the church. Chairmen and ministers have 
been brought to the college for dinner 
meetings and materials are sent them 
for distribution to the congregation. At 
the next dinner meeting the chairmen 
will bring someone else who has indi- 
cated a desire to become better acquainted 
with the college and its activities—and 
who has the potential of a future donor 
and/or worker. 





* *x * 

A top national award for design of the 
Consolidated Presbyterian College, Lau- 
rinburg, N. C., has been presented to 
Charlotte architect, A. G. Odell, Jr., and 
associates. The firm received the educa- 
tional division citation of Progressive 
Architecture magazine. The Laurinburg 
project is designed for 600 students wtih 
a possible expansion to care for 2,500 
in ten years. A clear-water lake will re- 
flect several buildings, especially the 
chapel which it encircles. The chapel 
will be located on a pedestrian causeway 
between the residential-recreational and 
academic landscaped areas which are to 
be entirely free of traffic. One-story dor- 
mitory units for 68 students and three- 
story units for 80 will give small groups 
of eight to 12 students individual facili- 
ties. Each building will also have a 
multi-purpose study and dining room 
service by food carts from the student 
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PAUL’S VOYAGE TO ROME 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for March 20, 1960 
Background: Acts 27:1-28:15. Printed Text 27:1, 21-26; 28:1-2, 11-14 


Paul’s great hope was to win the Ro- 
man Empire for Christ. His strategy was 
to move across the Empire from east to 
west, planting churches in the strategic 
centers of every important province. 
When his third missionary journey was 
ended there was a line of churches stretch- 
ing from Palestine through Syria, Cilicia, 
Galatia, Asia and Macedonia to Greece. 
Italy was next in line, and its capital, the 
capital of the most enduring empire the 
world has ever known, was Rome. Com- 
pleting his labors in Ephesus, Paul pur- 
posed to revisit the churches which he 
had founded in Macedonia and Greece 
and then go on a special mission to Jeru- 
salem. “After I have been there,” he 
said (Acts 19:21), “I must see Rome.” 

“So we came to Rome,” Luke records 
in Acts 28:14. To what does the “so” 
refer? To everything, presumably, that 
had intervened between these two state- 
ments—to Paul’s journey to Jerusalem, 
the beating he incurred in the temple, his 
arrest by the Roman tribune, his narrow 
escape from Jewish assassins, his long 
imprisonment in Caesarea, his shipwreck 
in the Mediterranean, and to his forced 
stay in Malta. 


Shipwrecked 

Having appealed to Caesar, Festus, the 
governor, was compelled to send Paul to 
Rome. Julius, the centurion, who had 
him in custody, engaged passage for the 
first lap of the journey on a ship which 
was about to sail for various ports along 
the coast of Asia (our Asia Minor). After 
a stop at Sidon, where Julius allowed 
Paul to visit the Christian community, 
the ship made a short-cut across the upper 
corner of the Mediterranean, keeping 
under the lee of the island of Cyprus, 
which broke the force of the western 
winds and enabled the boat to make a 
little better progress. Reaching the coast 
of southern Asia Minor, the centurion 
disembarked with his prisoners at Myra, 
where he found a vessel which was bound 
directly for Italy. The wind made it 
easier and safer to head southwest toward 
Crete than to attempt to head against 
the wind through the rocky island of the 
Aegean, which was the more direct route. 
Even so, it was difficult to make progress 
and many days passed before the ship 
came to Fair Havens, a sheltered harbor 
on the southern coast of Crete. The jour- 
hey up to this point had proved unevent- 
ful. Luke notes nothing in his travel diary 
save the slow progress of the ship and 
Julius’ unusual kindness to Paul—a trib- 
ute to Paul’s attractive personality (27:1- 
8). 

When they finally reached Fair Havens 
the season for sailing the Mediterranean 
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was far spent. Paul who was a traveler 
of great experience, was invited to a 
conference with the captain and the own- 
er of the ship, along with the centurion, 
who as a Roman officer was in supreme 
command. Paul expressed the opinion 
that it was dangerous to proceed further. 
But, as Dr. A. T. Robinson once pointed 
out, the voice of a prophet has seldom 
been heeded “when the south wind blew 
softly.” The final decision was to run 
for the next harbor, which would provide 
them with more comfortable quarters for 
the winter. 

The ship attempted to hug the coast 
line, but when a strong gale from the 
east-northeast suddenly sprang up they 
were forced to give way to it and let the 
ship drive where it would. Fortunately 
they passed under the lee of a small island 
named Cauda, which gave enough shelter 
so that the small boat the ship had been 
towing behind her could with great diffi- 
culty be hauled on board. 

The operation next described, that of 
undergirding the ship, is no longer prac- 
ticed, since ships are built of steel, but 
was frequently carried out on wooden 
ships as late as the 19th century; the 
timbers were prevented from springing 
through the straining of the main mast 
by passing cables around the boat’s waist. 

The ship was now in the open sea, and 
the sailors knew that if precautions were 
not taken the northeaster would in time 
blow the boat upon Syrtis, the dangerous 
quicksands lying off the coast of Africa. 
To prevent this, the gear—that is, the 
yards and mainsail—was lowered; and a 
storm sail was utilized to turn the course 
westward. The ship now began to roll, 
and the waves were breaking freely over 
her side. It became necessary therefore 
to lighten the ship so that she might rise 
in the water. A beginning was made with 
the cargo, though some was left as bal- 
last. The next day the deck lumber was 
thrown overboard. 


The tempest continued day after day. 
As the sailors could see neither the sun 
nor the stars and had no compass, they 
lost their bearing and finally all hope of 
being saved. But Paul, who had been 
shipwrecked thrice before and who was 
convinced that God had a great work for 
him to do in Rome, did not yield to the 
despair that had fallen on the ship’s 
company. Being human, he could not 
refrain from saying, “I told you so.” But 
he cheered their drooping spirits by his 
own contagious faith. 

After a fortnight’s tossing on the sea 
there were signs that “they were nearing 
land.” This took place at night when 
nothing could be seen. Distant breakers 


were probably heard. The surmise was 
confirmed by the use of the lead, which 
revealed that the water was growing more 
shallow by the minute. Fearing that the 
ship would go upon the rocks in the dark, 
the sailors let down the anchors. They 
were let down from the stern rather than 
from the prow as was ordinarily the case, 
in order that the boat might remain point- 
ed toward the shore and driven farther 
up on the land when the opportunity 
came. 


As they waited anxiously and prayed 
for the day to come, Paul proved again 
that his faith made him the calmest, the 
most dominant personality on board. It 
was he who observed that the sailors were 
preparing to desert the ship, taking the 
one little boat which would enable them 
to get to shore (27:27-32). 

No one on board the ship had eaten 
for many days. They thought that such 
fasting would incline their gods to be 
favorable. Paul knew that this was not 
good religion and was contrary to com- 
mon sense. He had been assured that 
everyone on board would be saved, but 
not unless they observed ordinary precau- 
tions. When the crisis came they would 
need every atom of their strength. And so 
he exhorted them to break their fast. 
Then, taking bread and giving thanks to 
God in the presence of all, he broke it 
and began to eat. They were all encour- 
aged and ate some food themselves. 


When dawn broke, they cast off an- 
chors, lowered the rudders, hoisted the 
foresail, and made for shore. However, 
the boat ran aground before it reached 
the beach and began to break up under 
the terrific pounding of the waves. The 
soldiers, knowing that they were respon- 
sible for their prisoners with their own 
lives, wished to kill them all in order to 
make sure that none of them should 
escape. The centurion, however, had 
learned to admire Paul; to save him, he 
was willing to take a chance with the rest. 
So he ordered those who could swim to 
throw themselves overboard first and 
make for the land and instructed the rest 
to cling to planks or pieces of the ship. 
So it was that all escaped to land. 

Paul’s fellow-travelers never forgot the 
faith, the courage and the resourcefulness 
that he showed throughout this danger- 
ous experience, which more than once he 
transmitted to those about him. Prisoner 
or no prisoner, he was the dominant per- 
sonality on board the ship, with an in- 
ward strength that enabled him to 
strengthen the rest (27:39-44). 


Preserved 

The island of Melita (KJv) on which 
Paul and his company were ship-wrecked, 
is now known as Malta (rsv). It is about 
50 miles south of Sicily, and was then 
a Roman possession. The famous knights 
of Malta defended the island heroically 
against the Saracens. From it we have 
received the Maltese cross and Maltese 
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cats. The island now belongs to Great 
Britain, is strongly fortified, and during 
World War II was the British Empire’s 
naval base in the Mid-Mediterranean. 
Luke speaks of the inhabitants as bar- 
barians (KJv). We must not be misled by 
this term. It does not mean that they 
were rude and uncivilized. It was used 
rather as we use the word “natives” 
(RSV), when speaking of any new and 
little known place. They were Greek 
colonists, they did not speak the Greek 
language, therefore they were “barbar- 
ians.” As a matter of fact, the inhabitants 
of Melita were of Phoenician descent; 
they had come under the sway of Rome 
during the second Punic war, and were 
at this time a highly civilized people. 
As Luke thinks back over the three 
months spent in Malta he recalls first 
of all the unusual kindness of the inhabi- 
tants of the island. It was November 
when they arrived. They had swum 
through the icy waters, and were shiver- 
ing in the biting northeast blast and the 
driving rain. There was no immediate 
refuge for so many since the town of 
Melita stood inland, remote from the 
scene of the shipwreck; but the islanders 
kindled a bonfire in some sheltered nook, 
and warmed and fed the forlorn strangers. 
As Luke says, “The barbarians showed 
us no common kindness” (Kjv). Amos 
Wells thinks we are to understand that 
these kind-hearted people took the whole 
company, numbering 276, into their 
homes for the three winter months. 
Whether or not this is so, Publius, the 
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highest Roman official on the island, en- 
tertained Paul and other members of his 
company very courteously in his home for 
three days until other arrangements could 
be made; the people of the island loaded 
them with many honors, this for service 
rendered, and when they sailed, put on 
board such things as they needed. 

And yet, as Wells has pointed out, we 
must not confuse this kindness with 
Christian philanthropy. 

“These Melitans belonged to a stock who 
in the most civilized days of Carthage 
offered human sacrifice, and after every 
successful battle with the Romans burned 
the chief prisoners alive as a thank-offer- 
ing to heaven. They could be kind to 
strangers and cruel to enemies.” 

Luke remembers not only the kindness 
of the inhabitants of Malta, but also cer- 
tain evidences of God’s presence with 
Paul. On that first day while Paul, not 
the man to stand idly by, was carrying a 
load of wood for the fire, a viper, numbed 
by the cold, felt the sudden heat, and 
was restored to activity. It fastened it- 
self to Paul’s hand, and spectators ex- 
pected to see him drop dead. But Paul 
shook it off into the fire, and suffered 
no harm. Luke says nothing of a miracle. 
David Smith thinks it was purely a natu- 
ral occurrence — ’ere the half-numbed 
reptile had struck its fangs into the flesh 
he calmly shook it off into the fire and 
was none the worse. Dean Alford sug- 
gests, however, that Luke makes no men- 
tion of a miracle because be believed that 
the very dullest of his readers would 
understand it without any such hint. 

The natives thought at first when the 
viper fastened itself to Paul’s hand that 


he was a murderer, and that divine justice 
(KJV, vengeance) was now being ful- 
filled. As Dr. Erdman remarks: 

“Surely the heathen have consciences 
which accuse them, and which teach them 
that wrong will be punished and the soul 
that sins must die; what they lack is not 
so much the sense of sin as the knowledge 
of how they can be saved.” 


The divine presence manifested itself 
not only in preserving Paul from the 
viper, but also in the many cures that he 
wrought. He healed the father of Publius 
and as many of the natives as were 
brought to him. So the long winter wore 
itself away. 

Julius was forced to remain in Malta 
with his prisoners through the winter 
months until navigation opened in the 
spring. He then took passage for himself 
and his convoy on a grain ship named 
“The Twin Brothers,” after Castor and 
Pollux, the patrons of seamen. Paul’s 
island friends accompanied him to the 
boat and provided all that was necessary 
for his comfort (28:1-10). 

They disembarked several days later at 
Puteoli, 155 miles south of Rome, the 
usual harbor for ships from the East 
carrying passengers or freight from Rome. 
Here they remained seven days. The de- 
lay was probably needed for Julius to 
report his arrival at Rome and to receive 


further orders from the capital, perhaps 
with regard to the disposal of the prison- 
ers. The journey was then resumed by 
land. 

“And so we came to Rome,” says Luke, 
who was traveling with Paul as a mem- 
ber of his party (28:14). Paul came, 
not as he had hoped and planned, free 
to come and go, but a prisoner in bonds, 
And so it often happens to us. Our fond- 
est hopes and dreams are fulfilled, not as 
we had planned, but as God had willed. 
Man proposes; God disposes. 

Twelve miles from Puteoli Paul and 
his company reached the celebrated Ap- 
pian Way, broad, finely paved and lined 
with historic monuments over which vic- 
torious generals had marched for 500 
years amid the plaudits of the people. 
They continued on this historic highway 
until they came to Rome, the capital of 
the Empire, the metropolis of the world, 
unrivaled for wealth and splendor. 

Luke does not mention the beauties 
along the way, however, or the greatness 
of the imperial city. As he thinks back 
over this part of the trip after the pas- 
sage of the years, there stands out only 
the kindness of Christian friends—the 
ones who entertained them at Puteoli, 
though they had never seen them before; 
those who came out of Rome to meet them 
at the Forum of Appius, which was forty- 
three miles from the city (a day’s jour- 
ney) and the others who met him at Three 
Taverns, ten miles from Rome. As Paul 
approached the greatest city of the world, 
not free to preach the gospel as he had 
hoped, but in chains, his heart sank. But 
as he met the brethren along the way he 
was greatly encouraged. 

That is not hard to understand. Paul 
was sensitive to human affection, as most 
of us are; he depended on his friends, as 
most of us do; the attitude of these Ro- 
man Christians cheered his heart, “On 
seeing them,” Luke tells us, “Paul thank- 
ed God and took courage” (28:11-15). 

In reading the life of a great man like 
Paul we forget the multitude of men who 
by their presence, by a handclasp or a 
word, give them courage for the battles 
they must fight. Who will ever know 
the strength that a man who refused to 
bow before the storm received from his 
wife who stood loyally by his side. No 
one of us is fully self-sufficient, and there 
is no one of us who cannot give courage 
to another. 

‘Tis the human touch in this world that 

counts, 
The touch of your hand and mine, 

Which means far more to the fainting 

heart 
Than shelter and bread and wine; 
For shelter is gone when the night is 
o’er, 
And the bread lasts only a day, 
But the touch of the hand and the sound 
of the voice 
Sing on in the soul alway. 

—SPENCER MICHAEL FREE in Masterpieces 
of Religious Verse, edited by James Dal- 
ton Morrison, (Harper and Bros.). 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council] of Churehes. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE LION, THE WITCH and THE WARD- 
ROBE. By C. S. Lewis. The Macmillan Co., 
New York. 154 pp., $3.00. 

Imagine John of Patmos cut off from 
his Jewish heritage and free of persecu- 
tion. Give him a typewriter. What would 
shortly appear might not be very different 
from The Lion, The Witch, and the 
Wardrobe. 

This allegory is cast as a child’s fairy 
tale. Any youngster would be enthralled 
with the story of two boys and two girls 
who in fleeing the London blitz land in 
an old rambling ever-so-large country 
house ten miles from nowhere. 

The children pass through an old 
wardrobe into the land of Narnia. Nar- 
nia is mainly ice and snow. For ever so 
long it has been in the power of the witch 
who keeps it always winter and never 
Christmas. There is a faun that has 
taken service with the witch but turns 
traitor to her in order to save a child. 
There are a couple of beavers who, in 
the midst of this frozen waste, sustain a 
home full of warmth and glory and by 
wit and industry thwart the witch’s pur- 
pose. 
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To suggest how the lion, by bringing a 
thaw, hinders the witch’s fell intent, or 
how, out of his love for a wayward 
child, he allows himself to be overcome 
by evil in preparation for the greatest of 
all miracles, might spoil the reader’s 
sweet delight. 

Buy this book and yield to the ever- 
deepening spell of C. S. Lewis’ fantasy 
that is better than a dozen sermons. 

THomas W. CurRIE. 
Houston, Texas. 


1 BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH. By Elmer 
G. Homrighausen. Abingdon Pless, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 108 pp., $1.50. 

This is another in the “Know Your 
Faith” series. It declares, “We could not 
have Christianity without a church. In- 
dividual Christianity is an impossible 
contradiction. The church is the redeemed 
community, the fellowship of the forgiven 
and the forgiving. Yet, while we can 
learn much from other Christians, both 
livng and dead, each of us must become 
a Christian by himself. The Word and 
the Spirit have made Christian history 
and heritage. The Word and the Spirit 
still seek to make them.” 

OREN Moor, JR. 


Front Royal, Va. 
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Billy Graham says: “I 
know of no man more 
qualified to speak on 
the Habit of Happiness 
than Gordon Powell. I 
hope his book will have 
a wide circulation.” 
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Bible Stories Retold for Adults. Dorothy 
M. Slusser. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $3. 

Train Up a Child, William Barclay. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. $4.50. 

Protestantism. Georges Tavard. Haw- 
thorn Books, Inc., N. Y. $2.95. 

The Biblical Doctrine of Baptism. Church 
of Scotland. St. Andrew Press, Edinburgh. 
$1.75. 

Minister's Prayer Book. John W. Dober- 
stein, editor. Muhlenberg Press, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. $3.75, cloth. $6.00, leather. 

A Journey Through the Old Testament. 
M. A. Beek. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.95. 

Calm Delight. Elsie Chamberlain. Dou- 
bleday & Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

John Kennedy: A Political Profile. James 
MacGregor Burns. Harcourt, Brace & Co., 
N. Y. $4.75. 

David. Charles Davey. Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. $3. 
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Chapel In The Sky 


Cuarzes Ray Gor r. Seventeen mes- 
sages of encouragement and inspira- 
tion for anyone who truly aspires to 
lead a Christian life in our modern 
world. Written in a relaxed and 
informal manner for laymen and 
ministers. 


Devotional Programs 
About People 
And Places 


Rurtu C. Ikerman. Forty complete 
programs from around the world 
for women’s groups. Each program 
has a scripture reading, introduc- 
tion, brief meditation and an ap- 
propriate closing prayer. 


Order from your Bookstore 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

S. York Pharr, Jr., formerly of Norfolk, 
Va., has become minister of the Plymouth, 
N. C., church, 205 Main St. 

David C. Moss, Thomasville, N. C., will 
become associate pastor of the Miami 
Shores, Fla., church March 15. 

George Aichel, formerly of Rustburg, 
Va., who has been taking graduate work 
at Louisville Seminary, has become pastor 
of the United Presbyterian Church, Box 
245, Harrodsburg, Ky. 

J. Trent Howell, Jr. from Grover, N. C., 
to 3327 Northside Dr., Shapeville, Ga. 

Jack Stevenson from Chadbourn, N. C., 
to Rt. 2, Hampton, Ga., where he is direc- 
tor of the Atlanta Presbytery camp and 
conference center. 

Dale M. Jones from Circleville, W. Va., 
to the Mt. Storm, W. Va., church. 








United Presbyterian, USA 

Burrett E. McBee from Annapolis, Md., 
to 238 Armington St., Cranston 5, R. I. 

Richard M. Ferguson from Aliquippa, 
Pa., to Rt. 1, Belmont, Ohio. 

Bliss Cartwright, Jr. from Keokuk, 
Iowa, to 4416 Beecher Ave., Dayton 10, 
Ohio, where he serves the Corinth Boule- 
vard church. 

Dennis E. Shoemaker from Terre 
Haute, Ind., to the Greencastle, Ind., 
church alongside the campus of DePauw 
University. 

Cari R. Geider from Indianapolis, Ind., 
to the Westminster church, Joliet, Ill. 

Ashton R. Allen from Miami, Ohio, to 
the St. Paul church, Kansas City, Mo. 

Howard Warren has been ordained by 
the Presbytery of Kansas City. He will 
be an assistant pastor in the Lafayette 
church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


MISSIONARIES 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Goette of Gaines- 
ville and Miami, Fla., more recently of 
Camden, S. C., studying this year at the 
Presbyterian School of Christian Educa- 
tion, Richmond, Va., have been appointed 
educational missionaries in Korea. Dr. 
Goette will teach chemistry at Taejon 
College. There are three children in the 
family. 


DEATHS 

William A. Ross, 87, Montreat, N. C., 
died in a Charlotte, N. C., hospital Feb. 
21, following complications resulting from 
a serious fall Dec. 24. Dr. Ross was a 
missionary to Mexico 1906-46, serving as 
president of the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary of Mexico City for 25 years. 

Harold F. Post, 62, died Feb. 7 in 
Greensburg, Pa., where he had served 
since 1936. 
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Mrs. Charles L. (Eva Plummer) Phil- 
lips, 80, missionary in Korea 1909-50, died 
Feb. 16 after a long illness in Pasadena, 
Calif. Mr. Phillips lives in Pasadena. 


Irene Sheppard, 80, who served for 20 
years on the staff of the Foreign Depart- 
ment of the Presbyterian, USA, Board of 
Foreign Missions, died Feb. 2 in a Rhine- 
beck, N. Y., hospital, following a short 
illness. 

Mrs. Ira (Sallie Alexander) Landrith, 
93, missionary to Japan for 38 years, died 
Feb. 19 in Duarte, Calif. She was not 
married until 1936. As Sallie Alexander 
she was long associated with the Wilmina 
Girls’ School in Osaka, for many years its 
principal. 

Cameron D. Deans, 44, general manager 
of the publications division of the Presby- 
terian, U.S., Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, Richmond, Va., died following a 
heart attack in Hot Springs, Va., Feb. 22. 


He had been presiding at a meeting of 
the Protestant Church-Owned Publishers 
Association. Mr. Deans, who had been 
with the Board since 1948, was also 
chairman of the publishers associated 
section of the National Council of 
Churches. 


TRAVEL 

V. Neil Wyrick, Jr. Palmetto church, 
Miami, Fla., will lead a European tour 
next summer, including a trip to Ober- 
ammergau for the passion play. 


Atlanta Pastor Endorsed 
For UPUSA Moderator 


Herman L. Turner of the Covenant 
church, Atlanta, Ga., has been endorsed 
by the Presbytery of Chattanooga for the 
moderatorship of the Cleveland Assembly, 
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An Experiment in Ecumenicity 


The Fund began the practice of this excellent virtue long before the word became 


Presbyterians started this—the first insurance company in America—but suc- 
ceeded so well that it could not hide its light under a bushel. 

Since 1850 the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund has been free from all denom- 
inational ties. All Protestant clergymen and seminarians enjoy its exceptional 
service. The major denominations are represented on the roll of Corporators. 
Some of the family belong to denominations whose names are unfamiliar. 

The rolls of the Fund are honored in the deepest meaning of the word 
“Ecumenical” for the foreign missionary enjoys the service of the Fund—a truly 
“Universal Church,” extending to the ends of the earth. 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 
16 Branches—Coast to Coast—Texas to Ontario 
An interdenominational Fellowship providing all kinds of life insurance 


1717—Two Hundred Forty-three Years—1960 


FUND 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











